Geospatial Information-enabled SDGs Local Monitoring Featured as Outstanding Good
Practice by UN DESA
On 2 December 2020, UN DESA (the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs) launched a digital publication on "SDG Good Practices - A compilation of success
stories and lessons learned in SDG implementation (First Edition)" to inspire more actors from
all regions to continue and strengthen their efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda (Fig.1). Lead
by Prof. Jun Chen (ISPRS Past President), a pilot practice of comprehensive SDGs local
monitoring with geospatial information was featured as one of the 16 outstanding examples of
SDG implementation across the globe and presented in the below UN DESA booklet.

Fig 1 UN DESA digital publication on SDG Good Practices

This pilot practice shows that the overall SDGs progress in a local context (Deqing County,
China) can be well measured through developing a set of indicator-based, data-driven, and
evidence-supported approaches with a geographic perspective, and establishing a cooperative
partnership among all stakeholders to mobilize resources (Fig.2). The geospatial information
plays an irreplaceable role and assures a ‘comprehensive’ SDGs measurement and monitoring.
A cooperative partnership among all stakeholders and research communities is another key
element for success, which facilitates the integration of multidisciplinary expertise, mobilizing
considerable resources and support.
In total, 102 indicators were adopted and/or adapted to measure the progress toward SDGs in
the County by integrating geospatial and statistical information. A comprehensive assessment
analysis has been carried out at three levels, i.e., individual indicators, individual goals, and
goals in three clusters. The measurement and assessment results provided an overall picture
about how far Deqing County is from the 2030 SDGs, and enables the local government to
formulate a five-year action plan to address the identified gaps and challenges with tangible

actions and allocated resources. The results of this project were presented and showcased at
the first United Nations World Geospatial Information Congress, held from 19–21 November
2018. The project was awarded the Geospatial World Excellence Award in 2019.

Fig 2 Comprehensive measurement and assessment of the progress towards SDGs by integrating geospatial
and statistical information

These 16 featured outstanding good practices were selected from more than 700 submissions
of the first open call for good practices, success stories and lessons learned in SDG
implementation, promoted by UN DESA between 2018 and 2019. The hundreds of submissions
were from governments, international organizations, civil society, private sector, local
governments, academia and others of 96 countries and 91 national governments. They were
reviewed by an inter-agency team of 20 experts from UN entities. 512 submissions were
selected out in the first round of SDG Good Practices. They were published on a dedicated
website. This highly accessible database of the SDG Good Practices showcases breakthroughs
and success stories that can be replicated and scaled up to accelerate SDG implementation. In
the second (final) round, 16 good practices from all regions of the globe were featured as
outstanding and included in the SDG Practices Publication (Fig.3).

Fig 3 SDGs local monitoring - China’s Pilot Practice on the UN DESA SDGs knowledge platform

For more information about this geospatial information-enabled SDGs local monitoring
practice, you are welcome to visit UN DESA SDGs knowledge platform
(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/goodpractices). If you would like to know
more about the methodology and results of this pioneer project, please read the following
papers published in ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information and other journals.
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